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About us
Established in 1997, The Gloucestershire Environmental Trust Company provides grants from funds generated by the Landfill 
Communities Fund. The funding is provided by Cory Environmental (Gloucestershire) Ltd. for the benefit of Gloucestershire, 
its people and its environment

To the end of March 2015, the Trust 
has supported over 750 projects within 
Gloucestershire worth more than  
£13.5 million.

The funds have been distributed to 
projects that meet with our objectives of 
maintaining public amenities, supporting 
the provision of open spaces, the 
conservation and improvement of access 

to the physical and natural environment 
and the restoration, preservation  
and repair of buildings of historical  
or architectural importance.

Professor Stephen Owen
Chair of Trustees
Stephen was Professor of 
Local Planning and a chartered 
town planner and is the author 
of a number of textbooks on 
sustainable development in 
rural areas.

David Ball, Trustee
David is an architect and town 
planner with over 40 years’ 
experience of development 
planning, building and 
landscape design. 

Paul Griffiths, Trustee
Paul is Facilities Manager at 
Spirax Sarco in Cheltenham 
and has managed large 
national property portfolios 
and delivered major capital 
projects.

Alistair Wood, Trustee
Alistair has spent his working 
life in public sector finance 
in a variety of management 
accountant roles.

Barry King, Trustee
Barry is the Gloucestershire 
County Council 
representative for the 
Trust and has overseen 
transportation, waste 
management, planning and 
regeneration services.

Diana Organ, Trustee
Diana served two terms 
as the MP for the Forest 
of Dean and chaired an all 
parliamentary group on rural 
issues and farming. 

Anna Jones, Trustee
Anna held the post of 
County Landscape Architect 
until she retired in 2006. 
She serves on a number of 
committees and is President 
of Gloucestershire  
Naturalists’ Society.

Steve Rogers, Trustee
Steve is Senior Development 
Manager for Cory 
Environmental. 

Elin Tattersall, Trustee
Elin is Assistant Chief 
Executive of Gloucestershire 
Rural Community Council. 

Andrew Bluett, Trustee
Andrew is a Chartered 
Surveyor working in the 
licensed retail sector 
and is the Honorary 
Membership Secretary of the 
Gloucestershire Naturalists’ 
Society. 

Maggie Powell, Trustee
Maggie has spent her working 
life in the criminal justice 
sector, children and young 
people’s services and adult 
social care. 

Helen Martinelli
Company Secretary
Helen is a solicitor in the 
commercial team at BPE 
Solicitors LLP, Cheltenham. 
She has experience in 
advising organisations in  
the charitable sector. 

John McLaughlin
Trust Manager
John was formerly Economic 
Regeneration Manager 
for Gloucestershire First 
and has led on community 
regeneration schemes 
involving partnerships 
between community, public 
and the private sector.

Jane Evans, Trust Secretary
Jane has been Trust Secretary 
at The Gloucestershire 
Environmental Trust since 
2002 and has a keen interest 
in conservation and rural 
issues. 

Trustees and Staff

Stephen Owen David Ball Paul Griffiths Alistair Wood Barry King Diana Organ Anna Jones
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Front cover picture: Tudur Booton and Phil Hall from the Rough Riderz Downhill Club on the Gravity X Trail
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Chairman’s Report
The past year has been a period of notable achievement by the Trust against a backcloth 

of significant change and uncertainty.

The principal cause of uncertainty this 
year was the judicial review of the 
decision by the County Council to go 
ahead with the building of the Javelin Park 
energy from waste plant. In the event 
of the facility being built, over 90% of 
Gloucestershire’s municipal waste will be 
incinerated rather than going to landfill 
and will not therefore be eligible for the 
tax credit that provides funds for the Trust 
via Cory Environmental Ltd. Following 
the rejection of the judicial challenge, the 
continuation of the Trust as a separate 
entity is not considered to be feasible, 
so the Board has agreed that the Trust 
should close when Javelin Park is fully 
operational in three or four years’ time. 

A further important driver of change 
has been the impending imposition 
by HM Revenue and Customs of ‘key 
performance indicators’ that will enforce 
considerable speeding up of project 
spending and restrict administration costs 
within 7.5% of total expenditure. These 
changes will put enormous pressure on 
the day-to-day operation of the Trust. 

Despite all these changes and 
uncertainties, the Trust last year allocated 
£1,350,000 to a range of excellent 
projects throughout the County, fifty such 
projects in all. The Trust remains probably 
the largest source of capital grants in the 
County.

These projects have included a Flagship 
Project worth £243,000, the creation of 
Tewkesbury Nature Reserve, featured 
on page 7. While the Trust is already in 
discussion with three other potential 
Flagship Projects due for implementation 
over the next three years, our limited 
lifespan prevents us from entering into 
discussions concerning any further new 
Flagship Projects.

During the past year we have awarded 
six Major Projects, each worth between 
£50,000 to £150,000. These exciting 
projects include: 

• Westonbirt Arboretum Treetop 
Walkway (£150,000) The creation 
of a walkway snaking through the 
tree canopy at Westonbirt over 12 
metres above the ground. It will give 
exhilarating views in and out of the 
tree canopy and provide hands-on 
learning about trees for visitors. The 
walkway is designed with the contours 
of the land to provide step-free access 
and can be used by mobility scooters, 
wheelchairs and pushchairs.

• Nelson Trust (£50,000) The Nelson 
Trust will now be able to support 
recovering drug addicts and alcoholics 
in its new centre in Southgate Street, 
Gloucester. The new accommodation 
will provide training and work 
experience, support and an alcohol-free 
and substance-free meeting place. The 
centre will also offer support to families 
affected by addiction and deprivation. 

• Gloucester Riverside Meadows 
(£65,000) A fully accessible 2.4km 
waymarked circular footpath around 
Gloucester’s Riverside Meadows 
including seating, signage and artworks. 
The circular footpath will allow 
visitors to access the Severn Riverside 
Meadows safely and to experience the 
flood meadow habitat on the edge of 
Gloucester.

Major Projects have proven perhaps 
the most successful way of delivering 
important projects relatively quickly and 
will be a key feature of the Trust’s work  
for the next few years.

We have also advanced our ‘fast-track’ 
arrangement whereby applicants for 
grants of less than £5,000 can apply to 
the Trust at any time, with the expectation 
that their application will be processed 
quickly and a decision will be taken 
with a couple of weeks. This scheme, by 
simplifying the applications procedure, 
continues to benefit smaller, community-
based organisations and we would like to 
handle even more projects this way.

The decision two years ago to increase 
the value of grants in two particular areas 
has been outstandingly successful in one 
case, biodiversity, but only partially so in 
the other case, that of less advantaged 
communities. We still have work to do 
in stimulating more applications from 
so-called ‘hard-to-reach’ communities. To 
boost the expertise of the Board in both 
these areas, and to take advantage of 
their wider and well-rounded experience, 
we are very pleased to have appointed 
two new Trustees, respectively, Andrew 
Bluett and Maggie Powell. 

Last year I reported the impending 
appointment of John McLaughlin to the 
new post of Trust Manager. Quite simply, 
the Trust could not have negotiated 
the troubled waters referred to above 
without a manager in post to handle the 
complex matters that have arisen. That 
crucial reliance on John will continue into 
the foreseeable future. Throughout the 
difficulties of the past year, the Trust has 
depended on the Trust Secretary, Jane 
Evans, to keep the ship on an even keel 
and we are grateful to her for enduring 
the stress involved in doing exactly that. 
Following Jim Chapman’s retirement 
as Company Secretary at the end of 
2014, the Trust has been fortunate in 
being able to replace him with Helen 
Martinelli. The Trust is indebted to BPE 
Solicitors LLP for allowing Helen to work 
with us. 

I was due to retire as Chairman in May 
2015 but, given the likelihood of closure 
within three or four years, it was not 
thought sensible to ask a new Chair to 
oversee the rundown of the Trust and I 
have agreed to continue in the role during 
this period.

Despite the onerous problems facing the 
Trust, it is vital to emphasise that, as far as 
we can predict, the Trust will continue for 
three or four years to allocate something 
in the region of £1 million each year to 
projects throughout the County. 

Stephen Owen
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Community Open Spaces
The Gloucestershire Environmental Trust is keen to improve or simply maintain local community assets 
that provide a benefit to people living in the area. Whatever your ambitions, the Trust can advise on 
whether your project meets our grant criteria.

Hartpury Village Hall – 
Multi-Use Games Area
Since the completion of Hartpury’s 
new village hall in 2013, there has been 
an enthusiastic response from local 
residents and an increase in users.  
This has also led to the installation  
of the base to the Multi-Use Games 
Area (MUGA) to benefit teenagers  
and young adults.

A grant from The Gloucestershire 
Environmental Trust of £3,180 was 
awarded towards the fencing of the 
MUGA and the installation of a link 
pathway from the hall, with a main 
single gate wide enough for wheelchair 
access.

The play area is well used and allows 
adults to meet informally while children 
exercise and explore through play.

A CCTV system installed in the hall, 
which covers the MUGA area, will 
help with the control of any anti-social 
behaviour, though this is not currently 
an issue.

The hall and MUGA are both well-
designed and sympathetic to the local 
environment while contributing to 
community life.

A downhill racer on the gravity track about 
to take off!

Our contribution to the landscaping and access pathway

Rough Riderz Downhill 
Club – Gravity X Trail 
Taking time to enjoy this scenic 
route through the Forest of Dean is 
not an option for those attempting 
the Gravity X Mountain Bike Trail. 
Stamina, nerves of steel and a sense 
of adventure are recommended to 
navigate the 1.4 km ride designed  
to test even the bravest of bikers. 

Rough Riderz Downhill Club is a gravity 
biking club developed to help disabled 
and able-bodied mountain bike riders 
cultivate their skills and enjoy four-
wheeled mountain bikes on a purpose-
built track. The Gravity X trail will be 
accessible to riders of two-wheeled 
bikes as well but the track design is  
ideal for four-wheelers.

Funding of £35,000 was offered by The 
Gloucestershire Environmental Trust 
towards building the track through the 
Forest of Dean. It is the first purpose-
made off-road, all-ability downhill track 
in the country where wheelchair users 
are able to ride the four-wheeled bikes.

The project is unique as the club is the 
only one of its kind in the country and 
now has a national reach, especially 
attracting riders from the South of 
England and Wales. 

John McLaughlin, the Trust’s Manager 
who attended the opening event said: 
“This trail is not for the faint-hearted 
but daredevils will love it!”
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Major Projects
A number of Gloucestershire communities have benefitted from a lasting legacy provided by major project 
funding between £50,000 and £150,000 for a wide range of schemes.

The determination of the GDA has 
been to create its vision and encompass 
the changing needs of the local deaf 
community in order to overcome past 
isolation from mainstream society. 
Deafness affects all age groups and 
sign language is the only means of 
communication by which users can 
socialise away from the hearing world.

The GDA recognises the need to 
continue providing a social venue for 
deaf sign language users in changing 
times. It is one of only a handful 
of charities in Gloucestershire that 
fulfils the criteria of being a ‘Disabled 
People’s User-Led Organisation’.

An education and employment training 
centre has been created giving much 
needed and dedicated support. A grant 
of £65,000 from The Gloucestershire 
Environmental Trust towards 

redevelopment work has meant the 
centre can continue to host the 22  
deaf and other regular groups at its 
centre for the foreseeable future.

Gloucestershire Deaf Association
Located in the former Barnwood Primary School building near Gloucester, the Gloucestershire Deaf Association (GDA) 
has developed a vibrant community centre for deaf people and a base from which to offer a wider range of services.

The National Perry Pear Centre at Hartpury Orchard Centre
The idea to establish the Hartpury Orchard Centre to conserve rare varieties 
of perry pear was conceived in 2003. The first trees were planted in 2005 and 
the award winning oak-framed centre opened in 2009.

Ideally located in the north-west of 
Gloucestershire close to the borders 
of Herefordshire and Worcestershire, 
the Centre has quickly become the 

focus for the perry pear, which until 
recently was grown almost exclusively 
in the three counties. Now known as 
the National Perry Pear Centre, the 
orchards contain the national collection 
of perry pears, part of the National 
Fruit Collection.

The Centre is also becoming the 
focus for co-operation between 
orchard-related trusts. The grant of 
£100,000 from The Gloucestershire 
Environmental Trust has provided a 
substantial contribution to enable 
the amalgamation in one building of 
the library, archive and administrative 
offices of two of these, namely 
the Hartpury Heritage Trust and 

Gloucestershire Orchard Trust.  
Now, for the first time, these 
resources will become accessible to 
the public. This is also the first step 
whereby a number of trusts will 
combine resources to work together 
for the benefit of that important part 
of our landscape – the traditional 
orchard.

Holly and Jim Chapman promoting the work of the National Perry Pear Centre

Improvements made to the centre in Barnwood

The Hartpury Heritage Trust Centre from 

the orchard where the national collection 

is maintained
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Flagship Projects

Gunn’s Mill Furnace
Tucked away on a strong tributary of the Westbury Brook, in the Flaxley Valley of the Forest of Dean, lies the impressive 
Gunn’s Mill Furnace. It is one of the best preserved and most complete surviving early 17th century charcoal blast furnaces, 
built around 1625.

A 22ft diameter waterwheel once 
powered the incredible giant bellows 
that fed a blast of air into the furnace 
which tapers upwards to the first floor. 
The Forest of Dean has a deep-rooted 
history of iron making and was, at 
times, the premier iron-making district 
in Britain. Gunn’s Mill is an exceptional 
survivor from Britain’s early industrial 
period and continued producing cast 
iron until about 1736.

The first furnace was built in 1625, then 
destroyed by Order of Parliament during 
the civil war in 1650 and re-built around 
1680. The cast iron lintels above the 
furnace carry the dates 1682 and 1683. 

The interior structure has revealed 
through dendrology that the oak trees 
used for the beams were felled in 1681.

In 1741, Joseph Lloyd founded a 
paper works at Gunn’s Mill, using the 
waterwheel to power hammers and 
crush rags. A half-timbered structure 
was built on top of the furnace for 
drying the paper that was produced 
beneath. Production ceased in 1879  
and increasing dilapidation continued 
despite a building preservation order 
made in 1968.

The condition of the Furnace has been 
the cause of considerable concern for 

Providing significant funding for Flagship projects enables the Trust to support legacies of regional  
and national importance.

some years. As a result of local interest 
and at the instigation of the county and 
district archaeological and conservation 
departments to address the problem, 
the Forest of Dean Buildings 
Preservation Trust was formed.

With a substantial contribution of 
£150,000 from The Gloucestershire 
Environmental Trust towards the initial 
stages of retrieving and conserving 
Gunn’s Mill, the project should be 
completed in a few years’ time. This will 
allow the public to enjoy the history and 
education of a local heritage landmark 
that once thrived in a beautiful part of 
the Forest of Dean.

The mill shrouded in polythene sheeting to protect the fragile structure while renovation work takes place
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Improving biodiversity in Gloucestershire is a priority of the Trust.  
The benefits to local people and provision of additional community 
interest provided by such schemes as the Tewkesbury Nature Reserve 
are worthy of ‘Flagship Status’.

Tewkesbury Nature Reserve
Sweeping along an extensive urban area of Tewkesbury lies in excess of 88 acres 
of wetland being the foundation of the Tewkesbury Nature Reserve. The site is 
part of 114 acres of flood plain currently being developed to include backwaters 
and meanders to improve the environmental and recreational quality of the 
area. It will also protect and enhance the biodiversity and contribute to water 
management and flood mitigation.

The creation of the nature reserve is 
a significant project that will enrich 
the lives of residents of Tewkesbury 
and the county as a whole, providing 
community interest and improved 
county biodiversity. The contributions 
of many organisations involved and 
the continued help of an army of 
conservation volunteers and children 
and parents from four local schools has 
already changed the landscape. Planting 
of apple, pear and plum trees are now 
established which will provide fruit 
for the local community and wildlife. 
Other trees planted are alder and black 
poplar as they are suited to this type 
of terrain. It will also encourage the 
diverse range of wildlife to those areas, 

from the shy blackcaps to the predatory 
sparrow hawks, from the gentle orange 
tip butterfly to the fearsome pike with 
furrow spiders, garlic mustard and lady’s 
smock hidden within.

The reshaping of parts of the river and 
floodplain will create wetland habitats 
full of life with a rich food source for 
fish, birds and bats. As many of the fish 
species use pools and channels joined  
to the river for spawning and feeding, 
the backwaters are a significant refuge 
from high flows and predators.

A number of biodiversity surveys have 
already been undertaken highlighting 
the wide range of species already 

inhabiting the nature reserve. It is 
intended to produce manuals for 
identification to help develop further 
a passion for nature and encourage 
people to get outdoors and experience 
first-hand what is on their doorstep.

The Gloucestershire Environmental Trust 
has donated £243,168 flagship project 
funding towards this vibrant area that 
will improve wildlife habitat and create a 
more attractive area for people to enjoy.

The enhancements will also improve 
water quality as well as make more space 
for water in the flood plain and river 
channel, thus making a small contribution 
to alleviating flooding elsewhere.

View towards Priors Park estate and a newly created pond

An interpretation sign and pathway into the nature reserve
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Supporting Community Facilities
Providing a hub for social activities, classes and services such as post offices, surgeries and shops is 
essential to maintaining community life.

Roots Coffee and 
Community
Set up and run by local residents, 
Roots Coffee and Community is a 
gathering place which promotes 
inclusiveness across the diverse 
community of Kingsholm in 
Gloucester.

Previously a derelict building 
of historical importance, Roots 
provides a community facility 
including a downstairs café serving 
ethically-sourced, affordable 
local food and an upstairs space 
available for hire. A range of events 
including games nights, craft club, 
after school club, family film nights, 
knit and natter, yoga and active 
dads are held throughout the week.

A grant of £5,000 from The 
Gloucestershire Environmental 
Trust towards the installation of 
a stand-alone lift ensures that 
people with disabilities, the elderly 
and mums with young children are 
now able to benefit from the many 
activities on offer.

Yorkley Community Centre 
Opened in 1911 and known as the 
Yorkley Institute, the former timber-
framed building was built to provide 
recreation and education serving the 
needs of the local mining community.

To bring it into the 21st century, the new Community Centre situated at Bailey 
Hill has replaced the 102 year-old building. The hall can accommodate up to 140 
people with a separate meeting room that can be turned into a café area with new 
kitchen and toilets. This has encouraged an increase in usage by the locals and 
also serves the surrounding villages. 

The Gloucestershire Environmental Trust provided a grant of just over £33,000 
towards a ground source heat pump and solar PV panels. The new sustainable 
energy system provides a warm and well-lit area for everyone to enjoy.

Pauntley Village Hall
One of the charming features of 
Pauntley Village Hall is its wonderful 
elevated position with far-reaching 
views across to the Malvern Hills.

Erected in 1949, local residents have 
worked tirelessly to save it from falling 
into disrepair. In 2009 the Hall was 
re-roofed and insulated making it more 
comfortable to enjoy the many activities 
it hosts. The next step forward was the 
installation of patio doors plus a new 
and secure storage shed for the garden 
furniture and barbecue equipment.

A grant of £5,000 from The 
Gloucestershire Environmental Trust 
helped to complete the project in time  
for the village’s annual Real Ale Festival.

Chequers Bridge Centre 
Friendship Café
The Friendship Café at Chequers 
Bridge Centre is a key community 
building aiming to make a significant 
difference to the lives of young people, 
children and families from many 
different backgrounds from  
Gloucester and the wider county. 

Used by hundreds of people each week, 
The Centre provides a youth centre 
plus youth development projects to 
encourage any innate potential. Essential 
to the running of the centre is an efficient 
heating system. The Gloucestershire 
Environmental Trust has stepped in 
with a grant of £30,000 to replace the 
boiler and pump, making the facility more 
energy efficient and eco-friendly.

The new lift provides access to the 

community room

Pauntley Village Hall’s new patio doors and 
storage shed

The new Community Centre opens its doors

A class using the space at Chequers Bridge
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Edge of community developments, rural isolation and poor local 
transport links can be key contributors to poor health, particularly for 
the elderly and vulnerable. Local sustainable community facilities are 
essential to help combat isolation.

Amberley Scout Group
With its history dating back to 1912, the Amberley Scout Group has long provided 
a venue for developing life skills and values for adventure-seeking children.  
Outside the rigours of school, leaders of the Scout Group have continued to  
help build confidence in the many youngsters who attend.

The hut was re-built in 1976 but the archaic heating system, now 40 years old 
was in desperate need of renewing. With a fast-track grant of £5,000 from The 
Gloucestershire Environmental Trust, a new heating system has been fitted, providing 
heating throughout the hall, toilets and kitchen making it comfortable and warm for all.

Broadwell War  
Memorial Hall
The Broadwell War Memorial 
Hall was originally built in 1921 
in memory of the fallen from the 
area and for the benefit of those 
returning at the end of the First 
World War.

Major refurbishment work has 
been essential to allow the many 
local groups to continue to use 
the Hall. A grant of £21,040 from 
The Gloucestershire Environmental 
Trust has been used towards 
replacing the 94-year old windows 
with double glazed ones.

With the help and enthusiasm of 
the Broadwell Karate Club and 
Nicola Bevan School of Dance,  
a committed volunteer workforce 
and other contributing bodies, 
the Hall is once again a vibrant 
community asset.

GL3 Community Hub 
Set in the heart of Churchdown 
near Gloucester, GL3 Community 
Hub is a small charity offering 
education, social and leisure 
opportunities for people of all ages.

The Hub has an ‘access for all’ 
policy and supports many young 
people not in full-time education 
or employment in the GL3 area. 
The implementation of a new 
toilet system has been critical 
to the continued running of the 
venue. With a grant of £28,360, 
the new toilet system now meets 
requirements at a time of ongoing 
improvements including the addition 
of a garden café.

Blakeney Community  
Green Village Hall 
In the heart of the Forest of Dean, 
the Blakeney Community Hall has 
undergone a major facelift including 
new windows, an extended kitchen, 
upgraded toilets and a new boiler.

A grant of £22,560 towards the 
refurbishment has helped to update 
this much-needed facility that many 
local communities enjoy. The Hall is 
booked throughout the week, offering 
a variety of activities for people of all 
ages and interests including the Walk 
for Life group, fitness for the elderly, 
luncheon clubs, art space, art therapy, 
the Otter Holt café and many fundraising 
activities. It also accommodates support 
groups and services for the village and 
surrounding areas.

Rodborough Community Hall
Keen to provide a more sustainable and eco-friendly facility, Rodborough 
Community Hall benefits from using solar panels to produce heat and light.

Situated near to Rodborough Common, an area of outstanding natural beauty, the 
parish council was keen to lower the CO2 footprint of the building. A contribution of 
£2,450 from The Gloucestershire Environmental Trust towards the solar panels has 
helped to maximise energy efficiency whilst minimising the running costs of the Hall. 
The local community can now reap the benefits of producing their own electricity.

Committee members Steve and Danuta 
in the redecorated hall

Solar panels at GL3, part-funded by GET

The landscaped and refurbished village hall

The solar panels on the hall roof and the 
valley beyond
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Lancaut Church
Surrounded by stunning views across the Wye Valley and standing on a plateau that lies in a loop of the River Wye,  
is the timeless relic of St James Church at Lancaut.

As the project develops, it aims to 
provide an appreciation of the self-
sufficient village community of the 
past and a better understanding of  
the influences of the Celtic church  
in the area.

History records a monastic settlement 
on the Lancaut peninsular around 
the 6th century. Little more is known 
of the Church until the 12th century 
when it acquired a splendid figured 

lead font – now in the Lady Chapel  
at Gloucester Cathedral.

The Church served the local 
community until the mid-19th century. 
Subsequently neglected and roofless, 
its condition slowly deteriorated. The 
Church was bought by the Forest of 
Dean Buildings Preservation Trust in 
2014 for the nominal amount of £1 
from the Crown Estate.

With the help of £46,000 from 
The Gloucestershire Environmental 
Trust, the Forest of Dean Buildings 
Preservation Trust has successfully 
raised funding to stabilise the 
remaining structure as a romantic 
ruin on the banks of the River Wye.

Historic Buildings
As one of our objectives is to restore, preserve and repair buildings of historical importance or 
architectural value, The Gloucestershire Environmental Trust is pleased to be able to support communities 
who are playing their part in maintaining the county’s heritage.

St Bartholomew’s, Churchdown
Bells are ringing out again at St Bartholomew’s Church, providing a wonderful 
soundtrack to daily life in Churchdown and Hucclecote near Gloucester. Five new 
bells have been installed to complement the one remaining original bell.

St Bartholomew’s is a 12th century 
Grade I listed church with Norman 
foundations including a number of small 
voussoirs of Norman work, scattered 
throughout the stonework. It stands on 
Chosen Hill, an ancient site of worship, 
isolated from the villages below and 
dominating the local landscape. 

Bell ringing and change ringing  
requires physical skill and co-ordination 
and new learners were discouraged  
by the difficulties associated with  
the poor condition of the bells.  

In order to encourage young people 
to learn the skills and pass them on 
to future generations, an upgrade and 
refurbishment was necessary to provide 
a ring of six bells.

Trustee Diana Organ of The 
Gloucestershire Environmental 
Trust said: “This lovely little church 
would benefit from having new and 
refurbished bells that could be rung with 
ease, providing an interesting new skill 
and activity for local young people.” 

A grant of £17,000 was allocated 
towards the refurbishment of the bells 
which can now be heard clearly from  
St Bartholomew’s Church.

The church at the top of Chosen Hill

Trustees survey the scene

Work begins to secure the structure
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Holst Birthplace Museum
Known for his most famous composition, The Planets, Gustav Holst was born  
in an ordinary Cheltenham town house in 1874.

Now a museum in his honour, the 
Holst Birthplace Museum opened 
in 1975 with Victorian period room 
settings that recreate his family 
home. The Music Room includes his 
furnishings from a later period as well 
as the piano on which The Planets and 
over 400 other original and individual 
works were composed.

Visitors are able to learn about the 
composer’s life, family, friendships and 
listen to and explore his music while 
absorbing the memories of domestic 

life at the end of the 19th century. 
A learning programme has been 
developed to enhance understanding 
of life above and below stairs at the 
time of Holst’s habitation. 

A grant of £12,000 from The 
Gloucestershire Environmental Trust 
which paid for the refurbishment of 
the Museum’s Volunteers’ Room also 
contributed towards much needed 
storage for learning resources and  
the development of a Learning 
Space which will benefit local and 
surrounding communities as well  
as visitors from further afield. 

The Trust is pleased to be in a position to contribute to key initiatives 
facilitated by Historic England, English Heritage and other Trusts.

Llanthony Secunda Priory Tithe Barn 
Dating back to 1136 and being the extant remains of an Augustinian priory, Llanthony Secunda has secured its place in 
the history of Gloucester.

It was founded as a retreat for the 
monks of Llanthony from persistent 
attacks by the local population and by 

1150 had stately buildings, landscaped 
gardens and vineyards. In 1301 the 
Priory suffered a devastating fire but 
eventually recovered, though in poor 
condition.

During the ‘Siege of Gloucester’ in 
1643, it became part of the Royalist 
Camp and the famous ‘Humpty Dumpty’ 
canon was placed on its walls, directed 
at Gloucester’s City wall. Following the 
Siege, only the outbuildings remained 
and were used as a farmstead and 
stables.

Today, the remains of Llanthony Secunda 
Priory which are classified as a scheduled 
monument, include a gatehouse, ruined 
tithe barn and a Medieval range.

The Medieval Tithe Barn is a Grade I
listed structure and a grant of 
£13,795 from The Gloucestershire 
Environmental Trust has been used to 
secure and maintain the ruin in a sound 
and safe condition for the future.

Museum volunteers taking a break

Urgent repairs to the mortar and masonry 
were required

The Grade I listed Tythe Barn



The Gloucestershire Environmental Trust
Unit 19.6 Highnam Business Centre
Newent Road, Highnam
Gloucester GL2 8DN

Tel: 01452 385435
Fax: 01452 385436
Email: info@ge-trust.org.uk

@ge_trust
Find us on Facebook 

www.ge-trust.org.uk 

Grants Offered April 2014 – March 2015

Tewkesbury Nature Reserve Development £243,168

Westonbirt Arboretum Treetop Walkway £150,000

Hartpury Heritage Trust - National Perry Pear Centre 
£100,000

Gloucester City Council - Riverside Meadows £65,340

Glos. Deaf Assn. - Community Centre Redevelopment £65,000

Severn Rivers Trust - River Frome Restoration £56,000

The Nelson Trust - The Hub, Gloucester £50,000

St Philip & St James Church - Pip & Jim’s Big Appeal £40,000

Forest of Dean Sculpture Trust - Re Place Programme £36,400

Prema Arts Centre - A Leaner, Greener Future £33,250

St Mary’s Church, Apperley - Lighting & Sound Systems 
£32,500

Tewkesbury RFC - New Changing Rooms £30,000

GL11 Community Hub - Refurbishment & Upgrade £29,922

GL3 Community Hub - Refurbishment £28,360

King George’s Field Shurdington - Refurbishment of Pavilion 
£25,000

The Blakeney Community Green Village Hall £22,560

Broadwell Memorial Hall - Replacement Windows £21,040

St Michael’s Church, Bishops Cleeve - Timber Staircase 
£20,000

Gloucester Resource Centre - City Works - Phase 1 £19,242

Cotswold Water Park - Neigh Bridge River Enhancement 
£18,810

St Peter’s Church, Framilode - Heritage & Community Project 
£17,660

National Trust - Terraced Gardens at Woodchester Park 
£16,581

Eastington Youth Group - Eastington Park Project £15,000

The Jenner Museum - Refurbishment of Public Amenities 
£15,000

Bourton Baptist Church - Repair & Restoration £15,000

Chipping Campden School Academy £15,000

St Briavels Assembly Rooms Ltd - Catering Kitchen £13,875

Queen Elizabeth Playing Fields £13,341

Chedworth Village Hall - Eco Project £13,000

Holst Birthplace Museum Sustainable Spaces £12,000

St Peter’s Church, Stanway - Bell Restoration £9,000

West Dean Centre, Bream - Energy Conservation & 
Improvements £8,000

Whittington Village Hall - Roofing Works £7,000

Stroud Valleys Project - Wild at Kingswood £7,000

St James Church Hall, Gloucester - Toilet Refurbishment 
£6,150

Cheltenham Rugby Club - Changing Room Windows £5,000

St Mary’s Church, Frampton - Toilet & Kitchen Facilities £5,000

Roots Coffee & Community - Improving Access for All £5,000

Pauntley Village Hall - The Next Step Forward £5,000

Gloucestershire Orchard Group - Longney Orchards £5,000

Amberley Scout Group - Replace Heating & Water System 
£5,000

Forest of Dean Preservation Trust - St James Church, Lancaut 
£5,000

Rodborough PC - Community Hall Solar PV Panels £4,470

St Peter’s Church, Willersey - Footpath & Roof Restoration 
£4,000

Hartpury Village Hall - MUGA Fencing £3,180

Nailsworth Youth Club - Gas Boilers & Heaters £3,000

Dumbleton Cricket Club - Solar PV System £2,600

Kings Quarter Archaeological Community Outreach £2,000

Jet Age Museum - Horsa Cockpit Project Part 2 £1,000

The Gloucestershire Environmental Trust 
Company Grants Scheme
 Flagship Projects 
  Applications are submitted quarterly for funding of 

£150,000 - £250,000. No new flagship projects will be 
considered in 2015. 

 Major Projects 
  Applications are submitted quarterly for funding of 

£50,000 - £150,000

 Normal Grants 
  Applications are submitted quarterly for funding of 

£5,000 - £50,000

 Fast Track Grants  
  Applications for up to £5,000 can be submitted at any 

time, enabling small project grants to be processed 
outside of the quarterly trustee meetings. 

Providing grants from funds generated by the Landfill Communities Fund for the benefit of Gloucestershire

Total amount of grants offered £1,325,449


